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Short Description
The first publication devoted to the natural history and captive management of King
Cobras.
Description
King Cobras: Natural History and Management is profusely illustrated with excellent
photographs from a number of very talented photographers. It details the natural history
of the king cobra, looking closely at all aspects of its life including distribution, diet,
reproduction and venom, as well as its relationship with humans and conservation. The
author also provides notes on the captive management of the king cobra, drawing on his
experience of maintaining and breeding this species for a number of years.

The king cobra, the longest venomous snake in the world, is widely distributed across
much of tropical and subtropical Asia. Its generic name Ophiophagus (‘snake-eater’) is
indicative of its cannibalistic tendencies; its diet is comprised almost exclusively of
snakes, including its own kind. The enormous lengths that the king cobra can reach,
combined with an intimidating threat display and possession of highly neurotoxic venom,
have led to it being greatly feared by many. It is widely considered as one of the most
formidable snakes in the world.

However, whilst undoubtedly dangerous when provoked, the king cobra is undeserving of

its fearsome reputation. Research has shown it to be an extremely shy and elusive reptile
exhibiting fascinating behavioural traits, some of which are totally unique within the
world of snakes. Even after more than 180 years since the king cobra was first described
in 1836, many of its secrets are yet to be revealed. Importantly, monitoring of wild
populations has shown signs of rapid decline in numbers in many areas, and so continued
conservation efforts are required to secure the reign of the king cobra across its
distribution.
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